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more Southerly, and farther north it "becomes even
Easterly, as the region towards which it is attracted
lies to the westward. Out at sea, over the Pacific,
the North-east Trade prevails throughout the summer
months.

Just as the South-west Monsoon is not always a
South-west wind, its counterpart in tho opposite he-
misphere, the North-west Monsoon, changes its direc-
tion locally. Near the Mauritius ami Madagascar
it blows from North and North-north-east,, while cm
the north coast of Australia the direct ion is West-
north-west, and even due West in tho narrow pa.wsji.go
of Torres Straits.

These winds first became known to Europeans
when Alexander's troops reached tho shores of tho
Indian Ocean, and Aristotle described the regular
alternation of the wind-currents very accurately, aw
has already been stated. The Ara-hs had a very
detailed knowledge of these changes, so iuiporia.nt to
their navigation, for in a work by Sitli Ali on tho
navigation of the Indian Ocean, published in 1554, tho
time of commencement of each Monsoon at fifty dif-
ferent places is given.

The periods of change of direction of the current are
called the * Breaking of the Monsoon/ and it is prin-
cipally at these times that the violent storms of the
East Indies occur which, as we shall presently see, are
precisely similar in character and effects to tho Went
India hurricanes.

There is also a so-called Monsoon in tho Atlantic
Ocean along the coast of Africa, from Cape Verde
southwards, which, however, does not change with the
season. These winds are called by Dove the West